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The Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club is devoted to the study of all forms of 

-Natural-History,-and is comprised of both experts and beginners. We cover a wide 
variety of topics, and we support conservation. Meetings are held on the first 
Thursday of every month, except January, in the CSIRO Conference Room, Stowell Ave, 
Battery Point, at 7.45 p.m: - Outings are usually held the following weekend, 
meeting outside the new entrance to the Museum, Macquarie Street. 


The Club's address is G.P.O. Box 68A, Hobart, 7001 and the Secretary is 


Ms Helen Davidson, phone 23 7015. 
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PROGRAMME 


Thurs. Nov. list. 7.45p.m. Peg Putt, the Nature Guarantee Coordinator with the 
Tasmanian Conservation Trust will give an illustrated talk on 
Protection for Tasmania's Endangered Species and their Habitats. 


Special visitors on this night will be a group of 13 North American 
naturalists spending a short time in the Hobart area. As they are 
staying at the Prince of Wales Hotel in Battery Point, the meeting 
“will be held in the CSIRO Conference Room as previously. 


Sat. Nov. 10th. (Not Nov. 3rd. as previously advertised) Because several important 
enviremmental seminars etc. are being held the first weekend in 
Nov., we have had to postpone the Bruny Island outing for one week. 
In order to be at Kettering at least 20 mins. before the departure 
of the 9.30 a.m. ferry, we will need to leave the Museum at 8.15a.m. 
The ferry charges will be $17 per vehicle (return), so we will pool 
cars at Kettering so as to take as few cars across as possible. 


Dave Watts, Sandy Tiffin and Peg Putt will be our leaders for the 
day and will show us over the TCT's newly acquired Lutregala Marsh 
Reserve, which adjoins the Bruny Island Neck Game Reserve. Dave 
has studied the birdlife of the area for several years and recorded 
more than 35 species of birds, including the 40 Spotted Pardalote. 


As the Lutregala Reserve is a wet land ecosystem, gumboots or good, 
waterproof walking shoes will be required if you want to keep your 
feet dry. For further information contact Helen Davidson (ph.23 7015). 


Thurs. Dec.6th. 7.45p.m. AT THE PLANT SCIENCES BUILDING AT THE UNIVERSITY (see 
accompanying map). Mark Neyland and/or Petér McQuillan will 
present an illustrated talk on Tasmanian Butterflies and will 
demonstrate collecting and display techniques. 


As this will be the last meeting for the year, and to celebrate our 
move to the new venue, we will conclude with a special supper - 
please bring a plate of sandwiches, cake or biscuits, etc. 


Sat. Dec. 8th. 10a.m. (from Museum). An outing to Snug Tiers with Peter McQuillan, 
who will show us how to catch and preserve butterflies, their food 
plants etc., Peter will supply suitable nets, storage containers 
and other necessary items, but bring some of your own, if you have 
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1991 MEMBERSHIP FEES: DUE ON 1st JANUARY, 1991 

ADULTS iievsrersns $15.00 IPNYUDEINDISR O46 4A 56 $18.00 
STUDENTS, PENSIONERS AND HEALTH CARD HOLDERS:...... $12.00 
Subscriptions to the "Tasmanian Naturalist": 

Australia: Individuals:....$12.00 IelspeahiAbhealoysisy oouoacoGe $16.00 
Overseas: Individuals:....$14.00 Ibeyshealivibheatoy¥sigo 555600 $18.00 
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NEW MEETING VENUE: As stated in the programme, the December meeting will be held in 
the University Plant Sciences Building (marked "P.Sc." on the map), in a ground floor 
lecture theatre. It is recommended that you park in the carpark off College Road 
(marked "C.P."), then take the path around to the main entrance (marked "E"). 
Committee members will be on hand to direct you. 
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The TFNC Library will be installed in a second floor botany laboratory on Thursday, 
November 15th and library items will be available at general meetings or, at other 
times, by contacting Phil Collier (ph 20 2375) during University business hours. 
HELP IS NEEDED ON MOVING DAY - PLEASE CONTACT A COMMITTEE MEMBER TO VOLUNTEER. 
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NEW BOOK ON SOUTH-WEST TASMANIA: Heritage Books have recently published the field 
guide/set of track notes on the Tasmanian World Heritage area entitled "South-West 
Tasmania: a Natural History and Visitors Guide". Written by Ken Collins, the book 
provides comprehensive information on the South-West's geology and glaciation, fauna 
and flora, as well as notes on the National Parks and bushwalking trails. Included 
in the guideare 740 colour photographs, line drawings and maps. 


The club has already sold 10 copies at a special pre-release price of $30 each, and 

if sufficient orders are received, another bulk order will be placed and the books 

sold at a similarly reduced rate (RRP $39.95). Every Tasmanian home should have a copy. 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT: The club had a very well received display at the SGAP Flower Show 
held from 12th to 16th October. As usual, we displayed various animals, shells and a 
few botanical items. A tape of bird and frog calls proved to be popular. We also 
distributed information about the club which we hope will produce some new members. 


As in past years, several members did a lot of work planning, setting up, and supervising 
the display. On behalf of all club members I would like to thank everyone involved 

in these activities. 
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TASMANIAN ENVIRONMENT CENTRE - CALENDAR AND COURSES: David Stephen's Organic Growing 
Calendar for 1991, with monthly hints by Peter Cundall, is now available at $7 (post 
paid) from the TEC, 102 Bathurst Street, Hobart. 


The centre is again conducting an interesting and educational series of Botany and 
Ecology Courses this summer, to various locations including Flinders Island, the Central 


Plateau, Mt. Field and Ben Lomond. For further details contact the TEC (ph. 34 5566). 
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CAPRICORN 1 NATURE TRAIL: On Saturday 15th September, 15 adults and 9 children walked 
the route of the proposed Nature Trail with Major Ron Wade-Ferrall, the owner of 
Capricorn 1. The trail passed first through old farmland beside a narrow stream, then 
through steep, scrubby bushland. White pegs numbered 1-18 were set out at points of 


A 
special interest along the track and Helen recorded the particular natural history 
items at each site. Craig Smith identified some of the many marine fossils found in 
the area. A brochure (or brochures) will be compiled by 1991 to suit school children 
in grades 4-6. They will be expected to note various natural history features at 
each site and answer relevant questions. 
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NEW LOOK "TAS NAT" : The October "Tasmanian Naturalist" has been produced by Phil 
Collier using desk—top publishing. Phil would welcome any comments from members on the 
quality and style of the journal. 





The committee is also looking at other means of reducing the cost of production of the 


"Tasmanian Naturalist". 
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WAT COATES Wildlife TOURS. 
=" OUTBACK CAMPING SAFARIS 

















NEW 1994 BROCHURE AVAILABLE NOW 


| Including our popular range of wildlife tours in ` and Introducing two new tours 
Westem and South Australia and the Northern - 16 day New Zealand Natural History Tour È 
Territory - 7 day Christmas Island Nature Tour 





For further Information and brochures, please contact: 
87 First Avenue, Mount Lawley, Western Australia 6050 
Tel: (09) 271 7879 Fax: (09) 271 5570 






Uc. No 9TA00358 
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» COLLECTING WITH CARE: LAND SNAILS 


Live snails 


Live snails should only be collected under certain circumstances; for instance, 

as part of a study, or if the specimens are known to be of scientific interest. 

In other cases, where there is either a very large population, or where the habitat 
is about to be destroyed, live snails can also be taken, but not from protected areas. 


In general, only a small number of snails should be collected (certainly no more 
than a dozen, less if the species is not abundant). Adult specimens of average size 
should be taken in preference to juveniles. 


Live snails can be kept alive in reasonably large containers (about film container 
size for small snails, or for large animais, containers about the size of a Vegemite 
glass, or larger). These should be 1/3 filled with leaf litter from near where the 
the snails were found. Some moist moss or tissue paper should also be added, 
especially in the case of small snails, which are generally not ° very 
hardy. Snails kept this way normally live for at least a week, but only some species 
will survive in the long term when kept in containers. They should be quickly taken 
to a Museum or carefully posted to an expert in the field. DO NOT PUNCH HOLES IN 
CONTAINER LIDS as the contents dry rapidly when this is done. Likewise, NEVER MIX 
DIFFERENT SPECIES. Some snails are carnivorous and will readly eat other snails. 








The locality of any snails found, together with the date of the find, and some 
indication of the habitat, should be recorded. 


Live snails can also be preserved for study in non-acidic solutions (such as 5% 
neutral formalin or 70% alcohol). Dilute menthol solutions can be used to relax 
the animal tissues prior to preserving. 


Dead snails 


Dead snails should be collected in small containers (film container size, or, for 
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many species, smaller). They should not be carried loose in pockets or backpacks. 


Dead snails should be carefully washed and dried, and stored in small plastic 
containers. They should be protected using cottonwool, and very small specimens 
should be wrapped in tissue paper as well. They can then be kept for collections, 
or easily transported or posted for identification. 


As with live snails, some basic data on all snail finds should be kept with the 
specimens, as occasionally finds by non-specialists can prove to be very useful. 


Kevin Bonham 

1 Gordon Avenue 

Mt. Stuart. Tasmania. 7000 
Phone 28 7453 


Reference: Smith, B.J. and Kershaw, R.C. (1979) 
A Field Guide to the Non-Marine Molluscs of South Eastern Australia 
ANU Press, Canberra. 


(This book is available in the State Library) 
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